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1st March 2024 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope this letter finds you well. It has been a busy week in school and we have had lots of visitors in 
to see the work taking place at our wonderful school.  
 
Thank you to our governors for attending our Governor Development Morning on Monday. We 
spent the day observing reading and phonics, discussing early years and nursery settings plus 
support for SEND in school. This was a really positive morning to showcase what we do for ‘everyday 
excellence’. 
 
We also had several headteachers and leaders from across Wakefield and Leeds primary and 
secondary schools attend Gawthorpe on Wednesday to observe and talk to children about our 
Personal Development programme – One Life. They were amazed by the level of language and 
understanding the children demonstrated and we will be putting together a workshop in the 
summer term to provide our curriculum plans with you all for next September.  
 
If you don’t already, please do follow @IPMATGawthorpe on X to see our regular updates of things 
happening in school. Here, you will find individual class pages. 
 
Next week, we will add on the information regarding our Easter competition that will take place in 
the last week of term.  
 
 
Gawthorpe Pocket Principles  
Be Respectful  
Be Responsible  
Be Ready to Learn  
 
Attendance 
Here is our weekly attendance update. Well done to Year 3 who have achieved the best overall 
attendance this week. As a school, we strive to ensure our weekly attendance is at least 97%. Your 
support in this is vital.  
 
 

Year Group  This week’s school attendance % 

Reception  96.55% 

Year 1 97.04% 

Year 2 99.21% 

Year 3 99.63% 

Year 4 99.26% 

Year 5 94.81% 

Year 6 93.33% 

Whole School 97.12% 
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School Council Updates 
Our school council team have set up a non-uniform day on Friday 15th March for Red Nose Day. If 
you would like to wear something red, this would be great, however, please do not feel you must 
buy anything new for this. They have asked for any small contributions that can possibly made 
towards Red Nose Day. We will also have a competition in school to ‘design your own nose’ with a 
small prize for the winner in each class.  
 
PTFA Updates 
Thank you to those who attended the PTFA meeting this Monday. We are still a member of two 
short of this becoming an official group to work alongside school in raising vital funds and setting up 
additional activities including school discos, film nights and fundraisers. If you are interested, please 
get in touch with Mrs Dearnley, who supports the PTFA from the school perspective.  
 
PTFA will be running a bake sale on Friday 22nd March at 3.15pm on the bottom playground. Any 
donations toward the sale will be greatly appreciated.  
 
Attendance  
I know several conversations have been taking place in different groups regarding attendance and 
home visits. Please note, these are statutory procedures in place from the government, local 
authority and school to safeguard children. We take this duty extremely seriously. Sadly, Miss 
Rhodes and Miss Croisdale have been the victims of some rather unpleasant behaviour during a few 
home visits lately. This will not be tolerated from school as they are carrying out their duty to make 
sure the children are safe. I know this may feel like an inconvenience but they are just doing their 
best every day.  
 
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Mr C. White     Mrs H. Dyson                       
Headteacher     Assistant Headteacher 
 

 
School Diary Dates 

Date Event Year Group 

06.03.24 Inspire Morning Year 2 

07.03.24 World Book Day Whole School including Nursery 

11.03.24-15.03.24 Bikeability Year 5 

15.03.24 Red Nose Day Whole School Including Nursery  

19.03.24 Phonics Workshop and Lesson Morning Reception and Year 1 

22.03.24 Bake Sale Whole School including Nursery  

22.03.24 TT Rockstars Day Whole School including Nursery  

22.03.23 Last Day of Term Whole School including Nursery 
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