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26th January 2024 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

I hope this letter finds you well.  
 
It’s been lovely to speak to year 3 this week after enjoying their trip to Magna. This linked with their 
science learning across the year but also provides the children with a range of experiences and 
sometimes just ‘fun’ activities to take part in.  
 
We have also enjoyed another week with Leeds United in year 1 and year 4 as they look at staying 
healthy in some special workshops that have taken place. We have also had time in assembly 
discussing the Holocaust Memorial with our Key Stage Two children. This is a very sensitive but 
important topic that we cover and the children were both considerate and curious about the issues 
during the Holocaust.  
 
I want to also say thank you to the year 6 staffing team, children and families for supporting with the 
1:1 consultation that have started taking place with Mr Barker. These are personalised sessions that 
build on our latest round of assessments and identify the key areas to develop before moving to 
High School. To have every single family sign up for this just goes to show the fantastic support you 
are providing both the children and school and I cannot thank you enough for this.  
 
 
Gawthorpe Pocket Principles  
Be Respectful  
Be Responsible  
Be Ready to Learn  
 
Safeguarding Message – Phones  
As a school, we do allow children who are allowed to walk to and from school on their own, to bring 
a phone with them. This is then locked away for the day and given back to the children to walk home 
with. We do remind children that phones must be switched off before entering the gates for 
safeguarding reasons and we would appreciate if parents and carers would continue to support us 
with this.  
 
Seeing no phones out as we enter school allows opportunities for children, adults and staff to 
communicate and say ‘good morning, how are you?’ which is an important character trait for all 
children to learn and have modelled to them. Thank you for all your support with this.  
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Attendance 
Here is our weekly attendance update. Well done to Year 3 who have achieved the best overall 
attendance this week. As a school, we strive to ensure our weekly attendance is at least 97%. Your 
support in this is vital.  
 

Year Group  This week’s school attendance % 

Reception  95.26% 

Year 1 92.96% 

Year 2 96.46% 

Year 3 99.26% 

Year 4 97.79% 

Year 5 94.10% 

Year 6 95.57% 

Whole School 95.91% 

 
May I remind you that all absences should be reported to the School office by 9am on each day of 
absence by telephone.  
 
Children’s Mental Health Week W.C 5th February 
During Children’s Mental Health Week, we will have a range of activities taking place across school. 
The theme this year is ‘my voice matters’ 
 
This will include:  
 
Monday 5th February – Non-Uniform Day (bring a word of kindness) where we encourage children 
to come in something they feel is comfy, represents them, makes them feel positive about 
themselves but with the key being to bring a word with them. A word of kindness that represents 
them and their character.  
 
Monday 5th February – Whole School Assembly with Mr White to celebrate Children’s Mental 
Health Week and share why our voice matters.  
  
Daily from Monday 5th February – Music and Song Creations where we will be creating songs 
together in classrooms to celebrate ‘our voice’. Music and lyrics are a wonderful way to celebrate 
and express our voices.  
 
Thursday 8th February – No Screen Day where we will be going without the use of screens across 
school for the day with the children. We know that screen time is the number one negative impact 
on children’s mental health and we will be promoting this throughout the day on how we can, 
together, reduce our screen time.  
 
We will also be hosting a ‘Tea, Toast and Talk’ morning every morning in school from 9.00-9.45am. 
This is an opportunity for all parents, carers and families to come join us in school and spend time 
with Mr White, Miss Croisdale and Miss Rhodes where you can have time to talk either with us or 
just amongst yourselves as friends. We will provide the room and the free tea and toast every day 
throughout the week. Although it is Children’s Mental Health Week, we know that as parents and 
carers, providing that time for you to just sit down, relax and enjoy a drink and food together is also 
important so please do come and join us as many times across the week as you would like. 
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Wraparound Care 
Unfortunately, due to the costs to facilitate the wraparound care, we are having to slightly increase 
the price of Breakfast and After School Club after half term. We are doing everything we can as a 
school to take as much as this as possible as we know the impact on families currently. We will be 
increasing Breakfast Club by 50p a day and After School Club by 50p a day. This will start from 
Tuesday 20th February 2024.  
 
This does mean we are still offering the best value for wraparound care at just £11 for a full day 
from 7.30am - 5.30pm. 
 
Individual Costings - Breakfast Club  
Time: 7.30am-8.45am 
Price: £4 
Included: Range of breakfast options daily with themed occasions planned in across the year. Range 
of activities. Open for children from nursery – year 6.  
 
Individual Costings – After School Club  
Time: 3.15pm – 5.30pm 
Price: £7 
Included: Range of meal options daily (including fish fingers, pizza, chicken burgers, wraps, salads 
and toasties) with themed occasions planned in across the year. Range of activities. Open for 
children from nursery – year 6.  
 
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Mr C. White     Mrs H. Dyson                       
Headteacher     Assistant Headteacher 
 

 
School Diary Dates 

Date Event Year Group 

29.01.24 Nursery Stay and Play 10.15-11.30 Nursery 

31.01.24 Inspire Morning Year 3 

05.02.24 Children’s Mental Health Week (please 
see list of events above) 

Whole School including Nursery  

08.02.24 Non-Uniform Day for Chinese New Year Nursery 

09.02.24 Elland Road – Leeds United Trip Year 1 and Year 4 

09.02.24 Last Day of Half Term Whole School including Nursery  

19.02.24 INSET DAY – School Closed Whole School including Nursery 

20.02.24 Back to School Whole School including Nursery  
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