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22nd December 2023 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope this letter finds you well.  
 
It always feels strange writing the letter at the end of this term. We celebrate not just a wonderful 
term in school but a brilliant 2023 as we continue to ensure ‘everyday excellence’ is at the heart. The 
support throughout the year has been wonderful and we are very excited to see what 2024 brings.  
 
This week, we have enjoyed Carols around the Tree, Christmas Performances, Nativities, Christmas 
Parties and Christmas Music Concerts. The performances across the week have been amazing and 
thank you to all the children, staff and families for putting this together and supporting throughout. 
This really is what the magic of Christmas in school should be about. Yesterday, Miss Croisdale, 
myself and two Academy Councillors attended Pinderfields Children’s Ward and presented them 
with 100 selection boxes so that all children staying in over Christmas have a little gift from 
Gawthorpe Academy.  
 
I know you will agree that the events, fundraising and magical memories have been lovely this year. I 
genuinely get to work with the most incredibly dedicated team, who go above and beyond in 
everything they do. We believe schools should be ‘centres of excellence’ in everything we do. We 
believe this is what the children of Gawthorpe and surrounding areas deserve! I am proud of what 
we have achieved as a school and community in 2023 and while we celebrate the things that have 
worked well, we also continue to self-evaluate and focus on ways to further improve what we offer 
into 2024. I am passionate about never standing still in education and want every day to be better 
than the last.  
 
Thank you to everyone for your continued support and from the team here at GCA, we wish you a 
lovely festive break and we look forward to welcoming you back into school on Monday 8th January 
2024.  
 
Gawthorpe Pocket Principles  
Be Respectful  
Be Responsible  
Be Ready to Learn  
 
Attendance 
Here is our weekly attendance update. Well done to Year 5 who have achieved the best overall 
attendance this week. As a school, we strive to ensure our weekly attendance is at least 97%. Your 
support in this is vital.  

Year Group  This week’s school attendance % 

Reception  89.33% 

Year 1 93.38% 

Year 2 94.47% 

Year 3 94.85% 

Year 4 91.91% 

Year 5 97.42% 

Year 6 94.25% 
Whole School 93.69% 
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Young Voices Concert 
Children attending the Young Voices Concert on Monday 8th January may arrive in school at the later 
time of 10am the following Tuesday morning. Siblings of children attending the concert must arrive 
in school at the usual time.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
Mr C. White     Mrs H. Dyson                       
Headteacher     Assistant Headteacher 
 
 

School Diary Dates 

Date Event Year Group 

22.12.23 School closes for Christmas Whole School Including Nursery 

08.01.24 Return to School Whole School Including Nursery 

08.01.24 Young Voices Concert Year 3,4,5 and 6 

W.C 22.01.24 Year 6 SATS 1:1 Parent and Carer Meetings Year 6 

24.01.24 Magna Science Museum Trip Year 3 

31.01.24 INSPIRE Morning Year 3 

W.C 05.02.24 Children’s Mental Health Week Whole School Including Nursery 

19.02.24 INSET DAY – School Closed Whole School Including Nursery 
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