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8th December 2023 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope this letter finds you well.  
We are enjoying lots of activities taking place this week. Thank you to Mr Patel and Mrs Hardaker for 
putting together the Year 4 INSPIRE Morning. We absolutely love having you join us for these events 
and it is definitely worth the time and effort as a school to put these events together, especially at 
such a busy time of year.  
 
The events across school and within the community are coming up fast and the staff are working so 
hard to put everything together smoothly. Please do be patient as we try to fit everything in and put 
together a lovely calendar of festive activities as a school, we know this doesn’t always go perfect – 
but we will always try our best for you.  
 
I want to put out a special thank you to Mrs Dearnley and Miss Darby who have been working with 
our Academy Council and Choir to put together our Christmas Tree for the Festival of Trees at Trinity 
Church this Saturday. It is lovely to see the school at the heart of the community with these events.  
 
Safeguarding Message – children walking to and from school  
We have had a number of adults inform us this week of children in year 5 and 6, who walk to school 
without an adult, often crossing the road dangerously and risking their safety. We repeatedly speak 
to children about the Highway Code and how this must be followed but as a school, we have to 
respect the decision of families if they deem it appropriate to allow their child to walk to school 
without an adult. Please do speak to your child/children about the expectations of walking to and 
from school safely.  
 
Gawthorpe Pocket Principles  
Be Respectful  
Be Responsible  
Be Ready to Learn  
 
Attendance 
Here is our weekly attendance update. Well done to Year 2 who have achieved the best overall 
attendance this week. As a school, we strive to ensure our weekly attendance is at least 97%. Your 
support in this is vital.  

Year Group  This week’s school attendance % 

Reception  88.24% 
Year 1 96.30% 

Year 2 99.21% 

Year 3 97.05% 

Year 4 98.15% 

Year 5 93.75% 

Year 6 96.55% 

Whole School 95.63% 

 
Thank you for your continued support.  
Mr C. White     Mrs H. Dyson                       
Headteacher     Assistant Headteacher 
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Christmas Fayre 
Our Christmas Fayre will take place on Monday 11th December from 3.15pm. Please collect children 
as normal and you will be able to enter the Christmas Fayre through one of the entry points. We still 
have some space for independent stalls if you or anyone you know may be interested.  
 
We also appreciate any donations for the raffle stall. If you have anything that you would wish to 
donate, please hand this over to main reception. Thank you.  
 
Christmas Service  
We will be joining together as a school at Trinity Church next Friday, 15th December at 10.00am. 
Parents and Carers are welcome to join us for this service.  
 
Reindeer Run  
As part of ‘National Charity Week’, we wanted to keep the cause close to home and will be 
supporting Wakefield Hospice in the Reindeer Run. This will take place next Thursday, 14th 
December. Children can come to school in any Christmas favourite outfits, sports clothes or uniform 
and enjoy some fun together as a school – raising some money in the process. Any donations are 
greatly appreciated but please know this is not expected. If donations can please be placed with the 
sponsorship form on return, we can provide this to the Hospice in time for Christmas. Thank you.  
 

School Diary Dates 

Date Event Year Group 

11.12.23 Christmas Fayre – 3.15pm Whole School Including Nursery 

14.12.23 Reindeer Run Whole School Including Nursery 

15.12.23 Christmas Service at Trinity Church – 
10.00am 

Reception – Year 5 

18.12.23 Santa Visiting School Whole School Including Nursery 

18.12.23 Christmas Dinner Day Whole School  

18.12.23 Carols around the Tree – 2.00pm Reception, Year 1,2,3,4,5,6 

19.12.23 Christmas Performance  
KS1 – 9.30am 
KS2 – 5.00pm 

 
KS1 – Y1 and 2 

KS2 – Y3,4 and 5 

19.12.23 Nursery Christmas concert and mini fair 
10.15 am  

Nursery 

20.12.23 Christmas Performance  
KS1 – 2.00pm 
KS2 – 9.30am 

 
KS1 – Y1 and 2 

KS2 – Y3,4 and 5 

21.12.23 Christmas Nativity at Trinity Church – 
2.00pm 

Reception and Year 6 

21.12.23 Nursery Christmas Party and Non- 
Uniform day  

Nursery 

22.12.23 Christmas Party and End of Term- Non-
Uniform 

Reception, Year 1,2,3,4,5,6 

22.12.23 School closes for Christmas Whole School Including Nursery 

08.01.24 Return to School  Whole School Including Nursery 
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