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1st December 2023 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope this letter finds you well.  
 
We have not let the drop-in temperatures slow us down in school this week. We have been working 
hard to complete a range of assessments across school to give us an updated and accurate picture of 
children against the year group academic standards. This helps staff to inform decisions and 
groupings moving forward. The children have been amazing and worked so hard. This week has also 
seen us begin our Christmas preparation in school (it is the 1st December after all).  
 
The children continue to produce brilliant work and it was lovely to share our geography and history 
books with other schools across our Trust this week. The quality of outcomes and presentation was a 
real highlight for our school.  
 
I want to pass on a very special thank you to Mr and Mrs Chisem, who have for the second year in a 
row, donated the most wonderful 8ft Christmas Tree to school. This is such a lovely and kind-hearted 
gesture that has create a real ‘buzz’ for all children and staff.  
 
Poppy Appeal 
Our school have raised the fantastic sum of £241.03 for the Poppy Appeal. May we thank you all for 
the continued support, without which the Royal British Legion would not be able to do as much as it 
does for our armed force community of active & retired service people and their families. 
 
Gawthorpe Pocket Principles  
Be Respectful  
Be Responsible  
Be Ready to Learn  
 
Attendance 
Here is our weekly attendance update. Well done to Year 2 who have achieved the best overall 
attendance this week. As a school, we strive to ensure our weekly attendance is at least 97%. Your 
support in this is vital.  

Year Group  This week’s school attendance % 

Reception  91.89% 

Year 1 95.93% 
Year 2 97.63% 

Year 3 96.34% 

Year 4 96.67% 

Year 5 92.65% 

Year 6 93.92% 

Whole School 95.00% 
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Maternity Updates 
I am delighted to inform everyone that both Miss Hobson and Mrs Dyson have given birth to 
beautiful little babies. Both Miss Hobson and Mrs Dyson are doing really well and enjoying the time 
together as a family. We are all over the moon and overjoyed to hear the wonderful news and I 
know you will join us in sending both Miss Hobson and Mrs Dyson your very best wishes. 
 
End of the Day Collection 
We are experiencing a large number of late collections at the end of the day without any prior 
notice. This is putting additional strain onto staff, who are trying to attend training courses, prepare 
for the next day and for staff who are having to stay beyond their contracted hours.  
 
Unfortunately, therefore in these situations, we will take the children down to After-School Club. 
This will be logged and if it happens again, we will have no choice but to add the After-School Club 
charge for this. We really do not want to do this and understand the constraints we all face, 
however, we are putting staff under an increased amount of time strain at the end of the day.  

PTFA 
Our PTFA kindly ask for any bottles, chocolate and teddy donations next week.  

 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Mr C. White     Mrs H. Dyson                       
Headteacher     Assistant Headteacher 
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Christmas Events 
 

 
Christmas Performances 
Tickets for Christmas Performances will be released next week. Due to limited spacing, the numbers 
of these tickets will unfortunately be limited so that each family can have someone coming to see. If 
we have any spare tickets, we will release these afterwards. With each ticket purchase, you will 
receive a raffle ticket upon entry. This raffle ticket will be entered into a draw with a chance to win a 
Christmas Hamper.  
 
Christmas Donations 
We invite children to come into school in non-uniform next Friday, 8th December. Instead of a money 
donation, we kindly ask that you bring in an item on a specific colour. These items will be put 
together for prizes and Christmas Hampers for our Christmas Stalls. 
 
Class Colours: 
Reception – Green 
Year 1 – Gold  
Year 2 – Blue  
Year 3 – White  
Year 4 – Silver  
Year 5 – Red  
Year 6 – Purple 
 
Ideas such as: Christmas decorations e.g. baubles, tinsel, ribbon, gift tags, Christmas Cards and 
wrapping paper, sweets, chocolates and biscuits, toiletries, home gifts such as photograph frames, 
candles, mugs and food and drink.  

Christmas Jumper Day 
Children are invited to wear Christmas Jumpers on Thursday 7th December. Christmas Jumpers are to 
be worn with normal school uniform. If a child does not wish to wear a Christmas Jumper, this is 
absolutely fine and they are required to wear school uniform as normal.  

Christmas Service  
On Friday 15th December, Year Reception – Year 5 will be attending a Christmas Service at Trinity 
Church from 10.00am. All parents and carers are more than welcome to come and join us as we 
come together to celebrate Christmas with Revd Griffin and sing some of our favourite Christmas 
songs.  

Christmas Fayre 
Our Christmas Fayre will take place on Monday 11th December from 3.15pm. Please collect children 
as normal and you will be able to enter the Christmas Fayre through one of the entry points. We still 
have some space for independent stalls if you or anyone you know may be interested.  

Carols Around the Tree 
Our ever-popular Carols Around the Tree will take place on Monday 18th December at 2.30pm. All 
parents and carers are welcome to join us on the green opposite school. Collection for children will 
be as normal on the school playground from 3.15pm. 
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School Diary Dates 

Date Event Year Group 

04.12.23 INSPIRE Morning  Year 4 

07.12.23 Christmas Jumper Day Whole School Including Nursery 

08.12.23 Non-Uniform Day (Donate a colour)  Whole School  

11.12.23 Christmas Fayre – 3.15pm Whole School Including Nursery 

15.12.23 Christmas Service at Trinity Church – 
10.00am 

Reception – Year 5 

18.12.23 Santa Visiting School Whole School Including Nursery 

18.12.23 Christmas Dinner Day Whole School  

18.12.23 Carols around the Tree – 2.00pm Reception, Year 1,2,3,4,5,6 

19.12.23 Christmas Performance  
KS1 – 9.30am 
KS2 – 5.00pm 

KS1 – Y1 and 2 
KS2 – Y3,4 and 5 

19.12.23 Nursery Christmas concert and mini fair 
10.15 am  

Nursery 

20.12.23 Christmas Performance  
KS1 – 2.00pm 
KS2 – 9.30am 

KS1 – Y1 and 2 
KS2 – Y3,4 and 5 

21.12.23 Christmas Nativity at Trinity Church – 
2.00pm 

Reception and Year 6 

21.12.23 Nursery Christmas Party and Non- 
Uniform day  

Nursery 

22.12.23 Christmas Party and End of Term- Non-
Uniform 

Reception, Year 1,2,3,4,5,6 

22.12.23 School closes for Christmas Whole School Including Nursery 

08.01.24 Return to School  Whole School Including Nursery 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gca-enquiries@ipmat.co.uk

