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27th October 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope this letter finds you well.  
 
As we come to the end of the first half term, I want to congratulate the children on a brilliant start to 
the year. They have worked incredibly hard to meet the expectations in school and it has been a joy 
to walk around school this half term, talking to the children, joining in with their learning and just 
enjoying the work taking place.  
So many wonderful things are taking place across school and I am proud of the Gawthorpe team in 
everything they do for the children. They forever go above and beyond.  
 
This week, it was lovely to have our Gawthorpe’s Got Talent Final. The children were brilliant and 
they supported everyone fantastically throughout. We have also enjoyed performing a range of 
poetry across school in our ‘Poetry Performance Week’ to finish the half term. The confidence 
continues to grow in our children and this has been lovely to see.  
 
When we return, we will be having our parent and carer consultations on Monday 13th November. 
This is to discuss how the children have settled into the year and provide an update, academically, 
on where the children are working at and any further support and specific targets we will be 
addressing.  
I hope that you all have a lovely and safe half term break and we look forward to welcoming you 
back into school on Monday 6th November.  
 
Gawthorpe Pocket Principles  
Be Respectful  
Be Responsible  
Be Ready to Learn  
 
Safeguarding – Bonfire and Halloween  
We have spoken to all children this week about the importance of staying safe during Halloween and 
Bonfire night whilst we are off during half term including being accompanied by adults to ensure 
safety and respect for local residents.  
 
Attendance 
Here is our weekly attendance update. Well done to year 3 who have achieved the best overall 
attendance this week. As a school, we strive to ensure our weekly attendance is at least 97%. Your 
support in this is vital.  

Year Group  This week’s school attendance % 

Reception  87.50% 

Year 1 88.67% 

Year 2 96.07% 

Year 3 98.67% 

Year 4 97.67% 

Year 5 92.00% 

Year 6 95.00% 

Whole School 93.68% 
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School Meals, Breakfast and Afterschool Clubs  
May I remind you to book the above up until the Christmas holidays on SCOPAY.  
 
Year 4 
Mr Patel has been called up for Jury Duty for the first two weeks after half term. This is something he 
very kindly delayed from the first week of September so that he didn’t miss the start of the year with 
the children, however, not something we can avoid or say no to. Although we expect this to be for 
two weeks, it could be more or less and we will keep you updated with this. We have booked a 
supply teacher in for the two weeks and Mr Patel has already provided a comprehensive handover 
plan with the teacher, with all lessons planned and resourced in preparation. Mrs Buckler and Miss 
Kilner will continue to support the class during this period.  
 
Poppy Appeal 
School have received the poppies for this year’s Poppy Appeal. Children will be able to get these in 
school from 6th November when we return after half term. Any donation is much appreciated. 
 
Reception New Starters 
We will be holding a Reception New Starters evening on Wednesday 22nd November at 3.30pm. If 
you are or know of anyone interested in joining our Reception Class in September 2024, please do 
come along to meet Mr White and Mrs Nash.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Mr C. White     Mrs H. Dyson                       
Headteacher     Assistant Headteacher 
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School Diary Dates 

Date Event Year Group 

06.11.23 Return to School Whole School Including Nursery 

07.11.23 Poppy Decoration for Remembrance 
invited to help in Nursery at 3.15pm 

Whole School Including Nursery 

13.11.23 Parent and Carer Consultations Reception – Year 6 

13.11.23 Anti-Bullying Week Whole School Including Nursery 

17.11.23 Children in Need (Non-uniform) Whole School Including Nursery 

20.11.23 PTFA Meeting @ Darby and Joan 5.30-
6.30pm 

Whole School Including Nursery  

22.11.23 School Photos  Whole School  

22.11.23 Reception Starters - Lookaround  

04.12.23 INSPIRE Morning  Year 4 

07.12.23 Christmas Jumper Day Whole School Including Nursery 

11.12.23 Christmas Fair – 3.15pm Whole School Including Nursery 

15.12.23 Christmas Service at Trinity Church – 
10.00am 

Reception – Year 5 

18.12.23 Carols around the Tree – 2.00pm Whole School Including Nursery 

19.12.23 Christmas Performance  
KS1 – 9.30am 
KS2 – 5.00pm 

KS1 – Y1 and 2 
KS2 – Y3,4 and 5 

20.12.23 Christmas Performance  
KS1 – 2.00pm 
KS2 – 9.30am 

KS1 – Y1 and 2 
KS2 – Y3,4 and 5 

21.12.23 Christmas Nativity at Trinity Church – 
2.00pm 

Reception and Year 6 

22.12.23 Christmas Party and End of Term- Non-
Uniform 

Whole School Including Nursery  
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