
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Intent  A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and 

understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It will inspire pupils’ 

curiosity to know more about the past. At Gawthorpe Community Academy, it is our 

aim to deliver a history curriculum that is accessible to all and enables children to 

learn more, remember more and understand more.  

 

History lessons at Gawthorpe Community Academy aim to promote our rich local 

history and inspire children to be proud of their own community, as well as help them 

understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of 

societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity 

and the challenges of their time. We use the Early Years Outcomes and the National 

Curriculum programmes of study to form the foundations of our history curriculum. 

Children of Gawthorpe Community Academy are given exposure to a progressive, 

chronological history curriculum which is planned for and covered in full within the 

EYFS, KS1 and KS2 progression grids. The Learning Challenge Curriculum drives our 

History curriculum at KS1 and at KS2 to ensure full curriculum coverage and give 

children the best opportunity to understand historical concepts. On top of this, we 

aim to ensure that children learn additional skills, knowledge and understanding and 

we enhance our curriculum through memorable enrichment experiences and visits.  

 

Progression grids and long-term plans are designed to ensure that learning is 

sequential and developed over time and allows children to build on prior knowledge to 

ensure that children know more and remember more. There is a significant focus on 

the development of vocabulary through teaching tier 3 subject specific vocabulary. 

 

Our progression grids support staff to ensure that each year group is using 

appropriate historical skills and vocabulary and building on their prior knowledge 

from previous topics, years and Key Stages. 

Implementation Pedagogy: To ensure that children know more and remember more we use a 

pedagogical approach when teaching history. Daily review is used to develop 

vocabulary and quizzes are used to remind children of previous learning and activate 

prior learning. New information and knowledge is introduced in small steps. 

Questioning is used to check understanding and develops overtime to support 

children to make connections, give opinions and apply their historical knowledge. 

Models are used to support children to write in an historical manner. 

Resources: To ensure that the children get the best support in lessons, children have 

access to various resources to help them find out more. In our classrooms we have 

iPads and computers (which are rotated through the different classes). Children have 

opportunities to use these to research and facts about their topics. Through these 

opportunities in the classroom children are able to explore and evaluate what it is we 

are teaching them, as well as finding answers to their own questions that will deepen 

their knowledge and understanding. 

Children also have access to historical texts that are in our reading corners. These 

books will be related to our topic for the term and. Children are given the opportunity 

to explore them at their own pace and enable them to ignite an interest for history. 
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Delivery method: Children are involved in their own learning and input is not only one 

way. In lessons children have chances to talk to one another about their opinions and 

we look and explore what the children have said to see whether they understand what 

it is we are teaching. Smartbooks and drama are used to express history in a fun and 

exciting way. 

Learning walls: In every classroom we use working walls which enable children to 

refer back to key vocabulary and knowledge all the time. These walls develop 

overtime with the pupils input and are used to scaffold pupils thinking. The impact of 

this is that the knowledge and vocabulary become embedded in pupils learning. 

Impact As a result of our carefully planned out history curriculum, our children will: 

 

Increase their historical knowledge and ability to understand how our past shapes 

our present and future. 

Ignite a passion for and curiosity to learn about history. 

Develop a chronological understanding and appreciate where historical events fit 

into a timeline. 

Talk about history and their historical knowledge using the correct vocabulary. 

Understand what a historian is and the skills of a historian.  

Be able to talk about fact and opinion and also concepts such as bias. 

Compare the lives of children throughout history with their own lives. 

Develop a sense of their own identity and culture, as well as learning about the 

identities and cultures of others. This will provide the children of Gawthorpe 

Community Academy with an increased amount of acceptance for the wider world. 

 

 

 

 

How do we ensure that knowledge gained is transferred from working 

memory into long term memory? 
 

Staff in school have based their strategies on Rosenshine’s principles in action (bridging 

research and classroom practice): 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Principles identified  What do we expect to see in our History lessons? 

Daily Review Daily Review is used at the start of every history lesson to ensure children have 

the opportunity to relate back to prior learning, allowing them to progress 

through each unit and continually add to their existing knowledge. Examples of 

this include:  think, pair, share; bingo; using a picture/pictures as a stimulus to 

initiate discussion around a specific topic; call and response. Review of the new 

learning is completed at the end of each lesson to ensure understanding and give 

children the opportunity to gather thoughts, share opinions and discuss key 

questions/findings. 

Questioning  A wide-ranging variety of key questions are planned out by staff prior to 

delivering lessons. The questions are carefully thought out prior to the lesson 

and enable staff to encourage children to ‘dive deeper’ with their answering. 

Staff will also encourage children to ‘say it again better’ where applicable to 

ensure the use of subject-specific vocabulary is evident when children are 

offering oral responses. Some of the questions don’t require an answer there 

and then but are for the children to consider as they practice their skills and 

begin to use and apply these. Consider….. How can you?    What happens if? 

Sequence concepts 

and modelling 

Modelling could be provided by the teacher, support staff or even peers. These 

models are high quality and equip the children with the appropriate skills needed 

to complete their tasks successfully and confidently. Models are repeated and 

children are given time and opportunity to practise the application of skills for 

as long as needed. Scaffolds are provided and used to enable all children to 

achieve the learning objective. This may be in the form of adult support, visual 

aids, word banks, or further modelling – for example, providing children with a 

list of ‘helpful words’ to help them answer a question comparing two sources so 

the focus is the skill of analysing sources as a pose to spelling. 

Stages of practice  Close supervision during guided practice from the staff. Providing instant 

feedback to learners. Time for independent practice when the learners are 

ready to use and apply their skills, knowledge and understanding. 
 

What do our lessons look like? 
Introduction  Teacher Input Pupil Activity  Ongoing Assessment  

Daily review 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Present new materials 

using small steps 

Guided student practice- 

You do, I do. 

Questioning  

Provide models 

 

Independent practice Check for understanding and 

address misconceptions 

Provide scaffolds 

 

Use of scaffolds where 

needed 

Reviews  

Introduce key 

vocabulary 

Obtain high success rate Daily, monthly, weekly reviews  


