
                

       Thursday 21st May 2020 
 

COVID 19 What you need to know about the reopening of Gawthorpe Community Academy. 

Dear Parents 

We hope you and your families are well during these very strange times.  We are writing to you to 

outline our plans for the wider reopening of school in line with the government’s current guidelines. 

To enable you to make a decision around whether to send your child back to school we have 

attached several documents about what this will look like at Gawthorpe.  We value the health and 

wellbeing and safety of our children, staff and families which is why we sent you the Risk 

Assessment document that has been produced which hopefully will reassure you that we have 

thought of everything we need to at this present time.  One of the documents we are sending out 

today is the policy into practice document in which we explain more specifics about Gawthorpe 

and our interpretation of the government guidance. 

The children who will be eligible to return to school are all Keyworker children from all year groups 

and Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 as stated by the government.  It will be confirmed by the 

Government on 28th May whether the country has met the 5 tests and this will impact on the 

decision to return.  It will be a partial reopening and over an extended period of time to make sure 

that everyone can follow the new routines and understand what we need to do to keep everyone 

safe and well.  During the next few weeks Mrs Pyrah will not be available for the children in school 

or parents other than on the telephone or by email as this would be cross contamination.  

Monday 1st of June will be an Inset day to enable staff to prepare classrooms for the children’s 

return. During the holidays the school will be having a deep clean from an external cleaning 

company to ensure all areas have been thoroughly cleaned before we return to school. We have 

attached a photograph of how each classroom will be set up for the children so you can see we 

will be applying social distancing as much as we can however the government do recognise that 

very young children will find this difficult. The children will also have access to a zone outdoors 

where there will be other limited resources.  
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We have also attached a home school agreement document which sets out expectations for all of 

us please discuss it with your child then we will assume that you agree with this if you have any 

questions or concerns please send them in to the enquiries email. 

enquirie@gawthorpeacademy.co.uk . 

Lunches  

Each child will need to bring in a packed lunch from home in disposable packaging which can be 

disposed of. We are aware that Reception class and Year 1 are eligible for a universal free school 

meal if they are in school, however, we are not a cooking kitchen so can only offer ‘grab bags 

which have to be ordered directly. The grab bags will be made up at Towngate School where we 

get our lunches from these will then be transported by Taxi to school where they will then be 

handed out by staff to the children. At the present time this is the only option we have. It will be 

your decision whether you want to take up this offer. If you are a family in receipt of free school 

meals and your child is in school you will not get the voucher that has been sent out from the 

government.  You will instead need to order a grab bag through Dolce. 

Year 6  

As Year 6 are the first year group we will be welcoming back we would like to be clear about 

government guidelines around walking to and from school which I know a lot of Year 6 children do 

independently. They should only walk with one person from another household and should not be 

gathering in groups as they could potentially be stopped. The police have been patrolling and are 

very keen on this.  Mobile phones will not be allowed in school during this time as we do not have 

a space where we can keep them as each child will be sat at their own desk. It is also something 

that is moving between home and school and could potentially cause cross contamination.  

Uniform  

In Nursery children will need to come in clothes they can manage for their own personal needs. 

For example –elasticated waist shorts, trousers or jogging bottoms or their school dress. For the 

rest of the children either school uniform or school P E kit with either the white or navy top to be 

worn the government advice is clean clothes every day. The government guidance recommends 

that clean clothes are worn each day. 

During the summer our usual guidance is for an application of once a day sun cream is applied at 

home before the children come to school and during this time we will accessing as much outdoor 

learning as possible , they will also need to come in a sun hat and keep it with them.  
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Dates to return  

If the country meets the 5 tests and the government advise that from the 1st of June we will be 

returning to school these are the potential dates to reintegrate the children into school. You will be 

sent a form soon where you will be asked to indicate yes or no to your child returning to school 

that requires you to respond. When that happens we will send you a date, zone, drop off and pick 

up times so you will be clear and then your child will be classed as returning to school.  

Which children Potential date 

Keyworker 2.6.20 

Year 6 A 3.6.20 

Year 6 B 4.6.20 

Monday 8 June  Nursery Reception and Year 1  

 

Finally we would like to say a big thank you for all your patience and support during this time we 

know from our telephone conversations that you appreciate the work that has been going on in 

school. We are looking forward to seeing the children again even under these conditions and we 

will work with whatever guidance is issued to keep everyone safe. Try and enjoy the weeks break 

and we look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

Regards 
The Leadership Team 
 
                                               
 
 
Mrs A M Mitchell     Mrs P Gill                Mrs C Harris 
Head of School                   Acting Deputy Head of School               Assistant Head of School 
 


